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2. (a)  Explain how the masjid (mosque) in Islam provides religious,  
social and educational support for Muslims.     [15]  
 


The mosque is the heart of the Muslim faith and is the soul of their community (ummah). The 
mosque is not just open to Muslims, it is open to anybody, but Muslims attend it for worship, 
praise and advice from God.  
 
Salah is the second pillar of Islam and is the pillar that represents prayer. The mosque is 
used for prayer every day. For example, when the Adhan is called from the top of the 
minaret this tells Muslims that prayer is ready to begin, but of course before prayer you will 
complete wudu – which is the ritual washing before prayer. You do this by taking off your 
shoes, then washing all five senses – eyes, nose, mouth, ears and hands/feet. The purpose 
of this is to ensure that you are pure and ready to prayer. The Muslim faith believe in praying 
five times a day and will perform rakah - which is a set pattern of prayers. Not all Muslims 
are able to attend the mosque as it is at inconvenient. Times such as dawn, morning and 
afternoon and dusk as the majority of Muslims are doctors and work long shifts. But you can 
pray anywhere as long as you have space and your prayer mat. The mosque offers shelter 
and encourages Muslims to come together as the Ummah.  
 
The mosque isn't just built for prayer, it has many purposes for Muslims to live their Muslim 
faith. The charitable aspect of the mosque comes from the fact that the fourth pillar of Islam 
– 2.5% are farmers. Nobody is turned away, everyone is accepted for comfort and advice. 
When leaving the mosque you are given a gift. This justifies that it does encourage Muslims 
to live the Muslim way of life but as well as non-believers. Muslims are the most friendly 
people and will welcome anyone with open arms. As they are taught by god to "love all, 
serve all" - Neem Karoli Barber.  
 
The mosque influences benefits for all. It also teaches us to respect all – referring back to 
salah. The women are placed at the back of the prayer room so that they aren't watched by 
the sexual eye of men. It is not essential to prayer at the mosque only a Friday when it's the 
Jummah prayer. The prayer mats will face to Kabah which is the black box in Mecca, the 
prayer will be called by the Iman who will be stood on the raised platform at the front of the 
room. It teaches Muslims to thank god and their good intentions upon others. 
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Sticky Note

A good first sentence but the second sentence is disappointing. The answer could have looked at the word masjid and its meaning in relation to the community and developed two aspects: (i) that it is for ‘anybody’ and (ii) what exactly it means by ‘praise, worship’. The phrase, ‘advice from God’ is very vague and needs further explanation as Muslims do not accept that they have a personal relationship with God and so is open to misunderstanding here.



Sticky Note

This is a good paragraph if the question was solely about prayer. What would make it more relevant would be to link it to the focus of the question in some way in that it ‘serves to support Muslims and the community of believers in Islam. The fact that the answer suggests that ‘the majority of Muslims are doctors’ indicates that the writer may not have the most accurate understanding of the Islamic community as a whole!



Sticky Note

The first sentence is promising and then it mentions charity – although clumsily makes the reader think 2.5% of Muslims are farmers (which is hopefully not what they meant). However, it then leads back into an answer relating to prayer rather explaining about ‘comfort’, ‘advice’ and being given a ‘gift’. This paragraph is only very loosely linked to the focus of how the masjid it serves to support the Muslim community in Islam in social and educational aspects.



Sticky Note

Again, the last paragraph continues on the theme of prayer and informs the reader of a little bit more about how prayer is practised in a masjid but little else. Sometimes an answer may have a summary relating back to the focus of the question but this answer has gone so far astray from this that a relevant summary simply is not possible.



Sticky Note

Band 2 6 marksOverall, whilst containing some relevant points about how the masjid serves the Muslim community it is not really answering the question and is  limited in its knowledge and understanding. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   15 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


13-15 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 


10-12 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


3 


7-9 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


2 


4-6 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 


1-3 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


0        No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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2. (b) ‘The masjid is more important for Muslim men than for Muslim women. 
Evaluate this view. [AO2 15] 
 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited. 


 


 An argument may be put forward that offers a context for this debate 
recognising the patriarchal bias in the role of men taking control of the hub 
of the mosque as a social and religious institution.  


 It is true that men are encouraged to attend mosque for prayer more than 
women. It can be argued that men appear to take precedence in matters 
of prayer within the mosque. There is also a tradition of women being 
encouraged to pray at home. 


 Indeed, there are many other factors such as festivals, rites of passage 
and religious legal concerns wherein the mosque appears to have a more 
important role for men than for women. However, it may be suggested 
that this is not exclusively Islamic but mainly cultural. 


 An alternative argument could also suggest that the true teachings of 
Islam supersede all issues of gender when it comes to the universality of 
the mosque, whilst at the same time recognising the influences of culture 
and other factors. 


 For instance, the issues of alleged inequality tend to refer to prayer. 
Prostration during prayer in the mosque is both a physical and spiritual 
submission to the total will of Allah and is the central event of worship at 
the mosque. Prayer is one of the Five Pillars and so is a duty for all 
Muslims, both men and women, which further reinforces equality of 
gender in Islam. However, there is a clear disparity with Jummah prayer 
that suggests the mosque has greater value for men than for women in 
Islam. 


 In terms of the educational role of the mosque there has been a clear 
increase in female attendance at madrassas (pre 1980 5% to 47% today). 
This suggested the increasing role of women within the masjid. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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2. (a)  Explain how the masjid (mosque) in Islam provides religious, 
           social and educational support for Muslims.  [15]  


Masjid means a ‘place of prostration’ and is the original word for Mosque in Islam. The 
masjid is a holy place, where all Muslims should submit themselves to the commands of 
Allah as identified in Sura 20:14 which states, "Verily, I am Allah. There is no god but I: So 
serve thou Me (only), and establish regular prayer for celebrating My praise."   


Muslims perform wudu (ritual cleansing) before praying out of respect for Allah and dress 
modestly. The five daily prayers are said at the masjid each day in accordance with the 
Qur'an and Sunna. The masjid contains no images of Allah or Muhammad to allow Muslims 
to avoid shirk (the unforgiveable sin of associating partners with God) and focus on prayer – 
the goal of every Muslim. The masjid, provides support for the religious needs of the Muslim 
community as a place of prayer: as the Hadith states, ‘Prayer is the pillar of religion; to 
neglect it is to prepare the downfall of religion.’  


However as well as being a religious place for worship, the mosque also has subsidiary 
functions that are seen to support Muslims. Although we tend to talk about social, political 
and educational functions, many see them all as essentially ‘religious’ in that Islam itself is a 
complete way of life and a Muslim is not just a Muslim when they pray. The model of the 
ideal masjid (in terms of serving the needs of the community) is often considered to be the 
first masjid founded by Muhammad in Madinah, which displayed a range of functions for the 
Muslim community.  


The masjid provides social support, it can be a charity distribution centre. This idea began in 
Muhammad’s time, when he commanded the ummah to give in the way of Allah and to help 
widows and orphans.  It is very important for a Muslim and shows the unity of the ummah 
(Islamic community). The masjid can also be a community centre as it is a function hall for 
ceremonies such as weddings and funerals. It is a key place for Muslims in every step of 
their lives. It is used as a central hub for the celebration of festivals such as Idul-Fitr. It is also 
where Muslims from all backgrounds come together to pray, especially the larger masjids in 
multi-cultural cities like London. This demonstrates the unity and brotherhood within Islam. 
The masjid, like in Muhammad’s time, is a place where Muslims talk about problems and 
discuss important questions about their faith. All these social aspects derive from 
Muhammad’s religious teachings.   


In addition, the masjid provides educational support, as it tends to have a madrassah 
(school) to teach Muslim children about Islam and to learn Arabic. They also can contain a 
library in which Muslims can discover more about Islam.  A Muslim life is based on trying to 
follow the example of Muhammad, and in a masjid Muslims will learn more about 
Muhammad's teachings and way of life. In its further educational role each mosque is led by 
an Imam who gives specific religious instruction, but also general advice, e.g.  during the 
Friday sermon. The Imam will often also discuss political and social issues with the 
community. This helps Muslims to learn how to live their lives as good Muslims.  


It is clear therefore, that the masjid is more than just being a place of prostration; it is 
essentially the heart of Muslim community life.  


 



Sticky Note

A very good opening sentence, accurately defining masjid and immediately indicating its significance for the Islamic community for religious practices such as prayer through reference to a specific Sura.



Sticky Note

A very competent paragraph on prayer but in relation to how the masjid in general is used by the Muslim community supported by a Hadith reference.



Sticky Note

This is a very focused paragraph that directly relates to the question of how masjid supports the Muslim community in several ways as part of the Islamic path and, in relation to the question, that every aspect is essentially ‘religious’. This also demonstrates mature understanding.



Sticky Note

A great paragraph on social aspects of how the masjid functions for the community relating it to Muhammad’s example and also illustrates with examples of how the masjid has evolved to be a ‘central hub’ for community celebrations and festivals. 



Sticky Note

A very good paragraph on how the masjid functions in educational support for the Muslim community referring to a variety of examples and not just focusing on the most obvious one, the Madrassah.



Sticky Note

A short, sharp summary indicating the focus given in the answer that the masjid is much more than just a place of prayer and prostration and serves the needs of the Muslim community in many ways.



Sticky Note

Band 5 15 marksOverall, an excellent answer, and although one could nit-pick and argue one or two areas are undeveloped, this answer serves to demonstrate that a top Band 5 answer does not have to be perfect. There is clearly much here explained in a very mature way and in relation to the time available under examination conditions. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      15 marks 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


13-15 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language /vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
4 


10-12 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
3 


7-9 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
 
2 


 


4-6 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
1 


1-3 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B.   A maximum of 1 mark should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


          'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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2. (a) Explain how the masjid (mosque) in Islam provides religious, social and 


educational support for Muslims. [AO1 15] 


 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited. 
 


 Masjid literally means a ‘place of prostration’ and this is first and foremost 
the nature of immediate support for a Muslim as a religious portal of 
communication through submission to Allah. 


 Whilst the mosque is often seen as a house of salah (prayer) and worship, 
both communal and individual, its subsidiary functions are also seen as 
invaluable support for Muslims. 


 In its further social role the mosque is often the centre of Islam 
social/community life, e.g. providing nursery facilities, counselling, etc. 
and many mosques are registered charities.  


 In its further religious role each mosque is led by an Imam – he gives 
general advice and religious instruction, especially during the Friday 
sermon. He will often also discuss political and social issues with the 
community.  


 The mosque is used as a central hub for the celebration of festivals such 
as Id-ul-Fitr. The mosque is used for important rites of passage 
ceremonies e.g. weddings. 


 Muslim law is often discussed and disputes are often settled in the 
mosque. 


 In terms of educational support the madrassah (school) is usually based 
at the mosque for study of the Arabic language and the Qur’an. The 
mosque is also used as a library – a place for lectures, study or Sunday 
schools.  For example, some mosques offer GCSE Arabic tuition or teach 
English. 


 Where there is no mosque, an Islamic centre usually fulfils many of the 
same duties as a mosque e.g. the Islamic Centre in Rhyl holds the daily 
prayers as well as regular seminars, cultural activities including study 
circles and a weekend Islamic school.  
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
  












(b) ‘The masjid is more important for Muslim men than for Muslim women.’ 
Evaluate this view. [15] 








2. (b)  ‘The masjid is more important for Muslim men than for Muslim women.’  
Evaluate this view.         [15]  


 
As with any ancient religion, there has tended to be a patriarchal emphasis in Islamic 
expression, but this is not just exclusive to Islam. Stereotypes of Islam being oppressive to 
women need to be considered against this. However, it is in how things are being 
understood today, in light of gender equality that we need to evaluate whether or not the 
masjid is more important for men than for women.   
 
It is true that there is more male involvement with administration, matters of prayer, 
leadership and the social and educational functions of the masjid. However, this is more a 
matter of tradition than an issue of prejudice. Women are often seen to be the strength 
behind the Muslim family.  
 
Men are directed to attend the masjid for prayer and are encouraged to do so more than 
women. In the practice of prayer, it could be argued that men take priority, whilst women are 
separated and hidden away, even in public prayer. There is also a line of tradition that 
encourages a woman to pray at home. Indeed, there are many other areas of Muslim life 
also, such as festivals, rites of passage and religious legal concerns when the status/roles 
given within the masjid favours the men over the women, e.g.  it is men again that tend to 
complete prayers and lead ceremonies.  
 
Some suggest that this is not exclusively Islamic, but a cultural issue, it is not deliberately 
discriminative, and not reflective of the belief that that all are equal before Allah. Indeed, the 
teachings of Islam supersede all issues of gender when it comes to the universality of the 
masjid – a place that is for everyone - whilst at the same time recognising the influences of 
culture and other factors. In terms of religious duties the Qur’an is clear that both men and 
women are equal as Sura 3:195 states: ‘And their Lord hath accepted of them, and 
answered them: "Never will I suffer to be lost the work of any of you, be he male or female: 
Ye are members, one of another.” Segregation during prayer is an issue for many; however, 
this is due to teachings about general modesty for all and maintaining a clear spiritual focus 
during prayer in the masjid, or for that matter, anywhere.  
 
There is growing evidence to suggest that Islamic practices are moving away from old 
cultural influences and adapting to modern life. In terms of the mosque’s educational role, 
there has been a clear increase in female attendance at Madrassas, prior to 1980 female 
attendance was only 5% whereas it is now 47%. It has become more common for women to 
take a lead in worship and prayer groups, whether female or mixed and the regulations that 
are applied at such gatherings are for the optimum benefit and spiritual focus of all 
regardless of gender. As Sura 9:71 states: ‘The Believers, men and women, are protectors 
one of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they observe regular prayers, 
practise regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger.’ This all suggests an increasing 
role for women with the masjid.  
 
In conclusion, although it is acknowledged that the way Islam evolved has meant that the 
masjid may be seen to be more important for men, it could be argued that this is not 
intentional and is not true to Islamic teachings. In truth, the masjid is important for all and is 
becoming increasingly more important for many women 



Sticky Note

A strong introduction that eliminates stereotypes of Islam and sets the context calmly within history.



Sticky Note

The first line of arguments suggests that the traditional practices of Islam are more cultural than Islamic.



Sticky Note

This is a good paragraph that accepts the point of view that the masjid could appear to more important for men with supporting evidence



Sticky Note

A very strong counter-argument that considers the cultural traditions in the light of purer Islamic teachings that ‘supersede’ culture. The issue of focus and modesty in assisting this is a strong argument.



Sticky Note

Some good evidence is presented in support of the importance, and growing importance, of the masjid for women with a good quotation from the Qur’an in support, although specific examples are lacking.



Sticky Note

A very good conclusion, clearly expressed and related directly to the arguments above it.



Sticky Note

Band 5 15 marks Overall, a very strong answer that approaches the question in a broader aspect pitting culture against Islamic teachings. Since it does this it lacks specific examples; however, the argument is strong and whilst it may not be a perfect answer it meets all the criteria for Band  5 and on the strength of evaluation skills  and scores full marks. 
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2. (a)  Explain how the masjid (mosque) in Islam provides religious, 
           social and educational support for Muslims.  [15]  


Masjid means a ‘place of prostration’ and is the original word for Mosque in Islam. The 
masjid is a holy place, where all Muslims should submit themselves to the commands of 
Allah as identified in Sura 20:14 which states, "Verily, I am Allah. There is no god but I: So 
serve thou Me (only), and establish regular prayer for celebrating My praise."   


Muslims perform wudu (ritual cleansing) before praying out of respect for Allah and dress 
modestly. The five daily prayers are said at the masjid each day in accordance with the 
Qur'an and Sunna. The masjid contains no images of Allah or Muhammad to allow Muslims 
to avoid shirk (the unforgiveable sin of associating partners with God) and focus on prayer – 
the goal of every Muslim. The masjid, provides support for the religious needs of the Muslim 
community as a place of prayer: as the Hadith states, ‘Prayer is the pillar of religion; to 
neglect it is to prepare the downfall of religion.’  


However as well as being a religious place for worship, the mosque also has subsidiary 
functions that are seen to support Muslims. Although we tend to talk about social, political 
and educational functions, many see them all as essentially ‘religious’ in that Islam itself is a 
complete way of life and a Muslim is not just a Muslim when they pray. The model of the 
ideal masjid (in terms of serving the needs of the community) is often considered to be the 
first masjid founded by Muhammad in Madinah, which displayed a range of functions for the 
Muslim community.  


The masjid provides social support, it can be a charity distribution centre. This idea began in 
Muhammad’s time, when he commanded the ummah to give in the way of Allah and to help 
widows and orphans.  It is very important for a Muslim and shows the unity of the ummah 
(Islamic community). The masjid can also be a community centre as it is a function hall for 
ceremonies such as weddings and funerals. It is a key place for Muslims in every step of 
their lives. It is used as a central hub for the celebration of festivals such as Idul-Fitr. It is also 
where Muslims from all backgrounds come together to pray, especially the larger masjids in 
multi-cultural cities like London. This demonstrates the unity and brotherhood within Islam. 
The masjid, like in Muhammad’s time, is a place where Muslims talk about problems and 
discuss important questions about their faith. All these social aspects derive from 
Muhammad’s religious teachings.   


In addition, the masjid provides educational support, as it tends to have a madrassah 
(school) to teach Muslim children about Islam and to learn Arabic. They also can contain a 
library in which Muslims can discover more about Islam.  A Muslim life is based on trying to 
follow the example of Muhammad, and in a masjid Muslims will learn more about 
Muhammad's teachings and way of life. In its further educational role each mosque is led by 
an Imam who gives specific religious instruction, but also general advice, e.g.  during the 
Friday sermon. The Imam will often also discuss political and social issues with the 
community. This helps Muslims to learn how to live their lives as good Muslims.  


It is clear therefore, that the masjid is more than just being a place of prostration; it is 
essentially the heart of Muslim community life.  
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2. (b)  ‘The masjid is more important for Muslim men than for Muslim women.’  
Evaluate this view.         [15]  


 
A masjid is definitely a place of prayer for men because Muslims attend to pray. In fact, it is 
all about prayer for men, apart from when the Imam speaks and his talk is directed to all.  
Muhammad said that the masjid is to be a place of prayer for everyone but somewhere in 
the Qur’an it tells us that men should gather for prayers as a congregation. This is usually 
done by Muslims on a Friday and mainly by men as they are the ones for whom it is 
compulsory.  
 
However, masjids do also have social events that include women. Muslims celebrate 
festivals and stuff like that where the Muslim community gathers together. The term for this 
is ummah and it is very important in Islam that there is brotherhood amongst believers.  
Before prayer Muslims wash as a sign of purity and respect for Allah. Men and women pray 
separately so there is no distraction. They perform several rakahs which are special 
movements but before this they must show that they have true intention to prayer. They are 
also called to prayer by a muezzin.  
 
After the worship there is sometimes a reading from the Qur’an and a sermon called a 
kookba given by the priest.  
 
To say that the masjid is only for men is wrong even though women are separated from men 
and women are encouraged to perform their prayers at home. Therefore, I disagree with the 
statement.  


 


 












2. (a) Explain how the masjid (mosque) in Islam provides religious, social and 
educational support for Muslims.  [15] 








2. (b)  ‘The masjid is more important for Muslim men than for Muslim women.’
Evaluate this view. [15] 


A masjid is definitely a place of prayer for men because Muslims attend to pray. In fact, it is 
all about prayer for men, apart from when the Imam speaks and his talk is directed to all.  
Muhammad said that the masjid is to be a place of prayer for everyone but somewhere in 
the Qur’an it tells us that men should gather for prayers as a congregation. This is usually 
done by Muslims on a Friday and mainly by men as they are the ones for whom it is 
compulsory.  


However, masjids do also have social events that include women. Muslims celebrate 
festivals and stuff like that where the Muslim community gathers together. The term for this 
is ummah and it is very important in Islam that there is brotherhood amongst believers.  
Before prayer Muslims wash as a sign of purity and respect for Allah. Men and women pray 
separately so there is no distraction. They perform several rakahs which are special 
movements but before this they must show that they have true intention to prayer. They are 
also called to prayer by a muezzin.  


After the worship there is sometimes a reading from the Qur’an and a sermon called a 
kookba given by the priest.  


To say that the masjid is only for men is wrong even though women are separated from men 
and women are encouraged to perform their prayers at home. Therefore, I disagree with the 
statement.  



Sticky Note

A weak introduction that is an assertion without any clarification or development.



Sticky Note

Again, a vague reference to the Qur’an and Muhammad leaves the paragraph feeling very undeveloped and more AO1 than evaluative (AO2) style. The teachings are really taken out of context and this is not made clear.



Sticky Note

Some good evidence is presented and it is a shame that more is not made of this. Specific examples are lacking.



Sticky Note

An odd, inaccurate sentence. It is a khutba and an Imam is certainly not a priest. It repeats the introductory paragraph and is not really addressing the question set.



Sticky Note

The answer digresses into a description of prayer without relating it to the question set/



Sticky Note

This is almost like a separate argument in its reasoning. As it stand it is very undeveloped.



Sticky Note

Band 2 - 5 marks. This answer has ‘some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue’ and partly addresses a ‘limited number of issues’ and there is a ‘basic attempt’ to argue and justify view. It is, therefore, a clear Band 2 mid-range answer.
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